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Page 1


https://pems.hypotheses.org/
https://iccems.org/
https://www.uvsq.fr/
https://www.uvsq.fr/

Mary Stuart has been the subject of much controversy among historians since the
sixteenth century. These debates can be explained in part by the religious or national
standpoints of the authors involved, which have been discussed at length. This has not
necessarily been the case of their gender biases, i.e. the way in which they consider the
difference between the sexes. And yet those prejudices play a decisive role in the
reconstruction of the character of the Queen of Scots and her history. The aim of this talk
will be to show how discourses on the difference/inequality of the sexes, which form the
guerelle des femmes, can enrich our understanding, if not of this queen and her actions,
then at least of how they are narrated. To do so, it will focus on one specific topic of
discussion: women'’s access to education. It will clarify the terms of the debate on women’
s education as they were formulated in early Renaissance before turning to Mary Stuart’s
contribution to the debate in her exercise book and her self-fashioning as a learned lady.
Finally, it will recreate the debate on Mary’s scholarly achievements between the
philogynist Brantdme and the misogynist John Knox.
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